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Dear friends 
All the best for 2025! We greatly enjoyed seeing old friends at 

Nashville (nobody attended Atlanta)! While Nashville was 

booming, we were not the only ones to find Atlanta 

disappointing. With only around 800 attendees and 900 

exhibitors, the weak turn-around surely could not have been 

blamed solely on the snowy weather conditions. We have 

already made the decision not to attend the DSC Atlanta show 

again in 2026, but to look at other avenues. 

 

We were beyond happy that this year’s Jan Oelofse Legacy 

Award recipient, Ira Edwards, was able to meet us at SCI in 

Nashville! He accepted his award at John Banovich’s booth, 

who in collaboration with generous supporters Mike Branhan 

and Betsy Searle, facilitated the flight tickets for Ira from 

Alaska to Namibia. Ira also met Jamie and Jennifer Flewelling 

from Legends Taxidermy, who offered to do his taxidermy for 

him.  

 

Ira Edwards – we could not have chosen a better candidate for 

this year’s award. An accomplished skiing instructor, rifle 

maker, biologist, scientist and all-round enthusiast of anything 

and everything, his energy is contagious. To top it off, he was 

born on the 4th July, and has the American flag tattooed on his 

strong forearm! We can’t wait to welcome him and his family 

to hunt with us for 10 days and 10 animals! 
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https://www.wildscapestravel.com/ 

https://www.legendstaxidermy.com/ 

Left: Keira, 

at a 

streaming 

river after 

the extreme 

rain fall we 

have been 

having! 

Greatest gift 

this year 😊  

Grass is 

growing and 

rain is still 

falling, but it 

already 

means this 

year we will 

not need to 

feed! 

Top: Steve and little Jan 

on the skiing slope! 

Despite his very little 

experience, Jan is an 

expert skier and was 

lucky to have Steve 

show him the more 

challenging hills! 

http://www.janoelofsesafaris.com/
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Leithen Valley Hunts 
 

After attending the shows, Alex, Carola, the kids and 

Steve went on to visit Rachel Steward and Stefan Hope in 

New Zealand. Stefan, a hunting guide, had previously 

visited us n Namibia, working and helping out where he 

could for 6 weeks. Rachel, owner and instigator behind 

Leithen Valley Hunts, has over the years become a good 

friend, and visiting them in their beautiful, phenomenally 

green country was truly an exceptional experience.  

 

Thank you sooo much, Rachel, for hosting us at your 

super cool lodge, for taking us out meat hunting, our kids 

to see some farmed deer, a wool shaving shed, the 

jabbys and your own private little beach!! Truly one of 

the best holidays we have ever had, we can highly 

recommend your outfit and guides to anyone!!! 

 

For anyone ever wanting to visit New Zealand to hunt 

Thar, Chamois, red stag and more… Rachel Steward and 

her team are the best! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.leithenvalley.com/  

Top: Jan and Keira in the wool shed, Rachel almost eating a sweet-water 

crayfish, Stefan & Rachel, Milford Sounds, the hunting team. Below: Steve and 

his beautiful stag he got at Leithen Valley. 

Left: Stefan, 

Jans, Alex and 

Steve skinning 

Steve’s stag. 

Keira and a 

little fawn at 

the 

neighbouring 

breeding farm.  

Right: Jan and 

Keira exploring 

the 

magnificent 

native New 

Zealand forest, 

over-grown 

with mosses 

and ferns, 

water 

everywhere! 

http://www.janoelofsesafaris.com/
mailto:jan.oelofse@iafrica.com.na
https://www.leithenvalley.com/
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Steven Lawrence Tors – 50 years!  
Steve has been with Jan Oelofse Hunting Safaris since he 

has been 19 years old – 50 years ago!! Born in Los 

Angeles, California, to famous filmmaker Ivan Tors and 

beautiful actress Constance Tors, he found himself 

exposed to a variety of wild animals. His father directed 

movies such as “Flipper” and “Daktari”, and 

coincidentally came to know Jan Oelofse through the 

filming industry. Jan at the time was working with African 

wild animals for the movie “Hatari!”, starring John 

Wayne. Together with his two younger brothers, Steve 

featured in a movie “Escape from Angola”, the storyline 

of which Jan Oelofse’s true life was likely an inspiration.  

Steve ended up staying in Africa, missing only “Mexican 

food”, and never looking back. He is probably the only 

person far and wide who speaks fluent Afrikaans with an 

American accent, who, in his free time obsesses tirelessly 

about fixing gravel roads, keeps track of everything he 

has ever measured, from animal horns, warthog tusks 

and people’s forearms (he ALWAYS has a tape in his 

pocket!), and… who has such great hair. Even now, at the 

age of 69, he sports a mane that a lion could be jealous 

of – and he is still in pretty good shape. 

Oom Steve is truly a legend, a character, and Jan Oelofse 

Hunting Safaris would surely not ever have been the 

same without him. He has just as many stories to tell as 

he has scars all over his body, having had his fair share of 

ostriches, lions, leopards, rhinos and elephant 

encounters. Oh – and snakes. Steve has had too many 

encounters with black mambas – and measured every 

single one. What could not kill him has only made him 

stronger.  

At this point it needs to be noted that his wife Uschi 

should be credited for her nerves of steel to raise two 

sons with Steve by her side. Uschi is a talented wildlife 

artist. Their son Christian is the CEO of Seaworks, one of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the biggest fishing companies in Namibia. Their younger 

son, Oliver, has made a name for himself as a geologist, 

having travelled and worked in many African countries. 

Over the years, Steve has accumulated an unsurpassed 

knowledge of anything related to hunting history in 

Africa, trophies, rifles, you name it. He has had many 

dogs by his side, and rarely did they die of old age, but 

they were the luckiest dogs of all. Oom Steve has 

supplied our kitchen with an endless amount of meat – 

even outside of hunting season. But above all, he is a 

phenomenal hunter, having provided endless hunting 

opportunities to countless clients from all over the world. 

Thank you, Oom Steve, for enriching the lives of your 

clients, and ours, in so many ways. We are blessed to 

have you all as a part of our family. Happy 50th 

anniversary at Jan Oelofse Hunting Safaris!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: Steve with Jan Oelofse, Steve with two zebra snakes, Steve and client 

after having survived an attack from a wounded leopard, Steve with a 

Klipspringer. Below: Steve and son Christian, catching a record crayfish. 

Steve and a big black mamba. 

Watch “Escape from Angola”: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFRdsuiEi-E 

 

Fun fact: A dedicated “meat only advocate”, Steve went vegetarian for a few months, testing out a few ideas from a 

documentary “Game Changer”, starring Arnold Schwarzenegger. Luckily for Steve, the positive effects of a vegetarian 

diet were not quite convincing enough to become a life-long habit. Steve’s single-minded determination to stick to a 

vegetarian diet among meat-eaters amazed everyone! 

http://www.janoelofsesafaris.com/
mailto:jan.oelofse@iafrica.com.na
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Let the sunshine in 
 

A year of dedication and hard work – and Alex was able 

to build and establish one of the bigger solar power 

stations in Namibia. The station counts 19 000 solar 

panels and can produce 10 MW of electricity to supply 

one of the local gold mines for the next 7 years. In 

February 2025, the electricity was switched on for the 

first time! Congratulations, Alex, for managing such a 

massive project – on the sideline! 

A million little and big problems had to be solved on the 

way, from buying 2nd hand rammers and fixing them up 

(machines hammering holes into the ground for 

stabilizing the framework), digging endless kilometers of 

trenches for endless lines of massive cables and dealing 

with all the hickups that just come along with dealing 

with a big team of people.  

But it may not be done yet, the sub-station could 

potentially handle another 10 MW. If another buyer for 

the electricity can be found, another set of solar panels 

could be added to provide twice the electricity. The only 

difference would be, that the next time round Alex will 

have been there, done that, and can navigate predictable 

challenges! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The spotter camp 
Ever-increasing rhino poaching in the country 

has prompted us to add another, independent 

anti-poaching team to our arsenal. Our program 

offers volunteers the opportunity to be part of 

our team, sleep under the stars, live the rugged 

outdoors life, come up close with wildlife in a 

very personal way, and contribute actively 

towards conservation. 

We charge USD860 for a minimum of 14 days, 

all included. If you are interested, contact us at 

info@etjo.na. 

http://www.janoelofsesafaris.com/
mailto:jan.oelofse@iafrica.com.na
mailto:info@etjo.na
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We were sad to see Mrs 

Drina, headmistress for the 

past 6 years, leave us. But 

we are exhilarated to 

welcome Mrs Lavinia, who 

has earned her degree in 

teaching through the 

support of the Amy Bell 

Scholarship fund and who 

was a student at our school 

herself, take up the 

position! Our kids are 

beyond grateful for their 

super energetic and 

optimistic teachers! 

http://www.janoelofsesafaris.com/
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